o e

COURIER
. Circ.: e. | 31,037
‘ s./ 31,382
Front Ed Other
Page

“*1pR*3 ( 1961

Date:

1

|

—

Not the Time for Secrecy - |

PRESIDENT Kennedy deliv-
ered a doleful message to Amer-
ican newspapers Thursday night.
The dangers to American society
are so great, said the President,
! that every newspaper should ask
fregarding every story it prints,
: “Is it in the nalional interest?”
! The President recognized the

need for “far greater public in-
. formation,” but offset this need
with “the need for far greater
official secrecy.” ,

In effect, the President warned

the national press that it will’

from now on receive.less* infor-

, mation from government Sourtes

about any matter pert\aming to
national security. And ~virtlially

- everything the government does
' is related to national security.

What_brought.on the_ presiden-
tial ‘warping was the part play
by fﬁ? press in the récent “in-
vasion” of Cuba. The.ds

ernment Jooked bad at.theé time,

played”

gov

Cuban rebels weie. being  trained ;
and armed. < . ’

If the government had done a
thorough job in.training the Cu-'
ban jnvasion force, the informa- |
tion would not have been so cas-
ually reported in the press. Big-,
ger slories — the Manhattan,
A-bomb project for one.— have”
been kept secret. But then there '
was no mistaking the matter of
national security.

The crux of the matter lies in
the American concept of “‘public
interest™” Americifs" believe that
thé :press is entifled o a view of
+hg *public interest different from
{hgtheld by the government. .

. When the goverriment is. totally !
committed to a course of action .
fd;‘ the sake of national secur-

-ity, the press will treaf it gin-

gerly. In the Cuban affair, the
government_was ngt acting’ as if*
the nation’s security was at'
stake, .aud; ibe. repogiers, worked

and the American press may dilegently, perhaps moge diligent-

have made it appear even yorse.
- (There was, of course; no,way (o
keep it secret.) 2 g
The President charged;ihat en-
emies of the United Siglas
able to get informatioft
American press that would have
otherwise required ex'tMapy-
ing. Sy o
1t is true that. Ameri¢gn news-
papers did ot do :
job in reportifg,

breakoff in commy4
Cuba, and by thé'p

cerned about this' p8of |
the ~press. He .wdsfgohcerned

i abojt.the good work, both before

and “after the invasion, of report-
ing U.S. participation in the in-
vasion. Stories began appearing
in newspapers and magazines as

ly thas i
_Supposing now from’ the Presi- -
dent's words that the U.S, gov-
ernment is .committed to releas- '
ing Cuba from Castro's dictator- |
ship, and to protecting the rest
of Latin America against com- |
munism, there is yet a need for

the American press to report on,

and possibly differ with, the na-

tional security progx"?m carried !
on by the government. . " '

On the subject’ -of defense
spending, for example, the press
is the principal mean$ the public
has for learning. how tax money ,
is being appropriated.

The Presitlent's words,open the
way for, such.information td be
stopped.’ Thee is & new urgency
—“our way of life is under at-
tack”—that America must face.
But America cannot survive that
hostile attack unless her people
are informed and her press is l
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_ early as January which told how free to differ. . : 1
Ehe above editorial also appeared
n the following other newspaper : EAST ST. LOUIS JOURNAL,

ILL. - APR. 30, 1961
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